CONFIDENTIAL.- 


[No. 51 of 1901. 


| Report (Part II) 


ON 


NATIVE-OWNED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS IN BENGAI, 


FOR THE 


Week ending Saturday, 21st D:cember 1901. 


CONTENTS. ' 


Paer. 


I.—Forgren Pouitics. 


Nil. 
II.—Homs ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Polico— 
Nil. 


_(b)— Working of the Courts — 


Lord Curzon and Barrister-Judges __... 
Thoughtless conduct of Subdivisional Officers... 


o 


(cj —Jasle— 


(d)—Educatton— 


The L.M.S. and the M.B. examinations sa 
Muhammadans and the Educational Department ... 
A fresh distinction ‘ni ‘. ov 
Ditto en ia ie 
Dito si as 


(e)——Menicipal Administration and Local Self-Govern- 
mont— 3 
Nil. 


(/)—Questions affecting the Land— 
Nil. 


a we MO s Bore. 


ro 641 


$6. 


Paer. 


(7)— Rastlwaye and Communications, tnoluding Oanals 
and Irrigation—_ , 


Railway administration... oss vo. 642 


(h) - General— = 
Plague in Deoghur eee ons oo 


The Lyall case sis oe a Se 


The Englishman and the Lyall case... 
The Lyall case eee ose ee 
Boy-Magistrates vie sas os 
An Indian member in the India Council oo. 644 
The rasad question ... one oe 


ITI.—Laersiation. 


Nil. 


1V.—Native Srarss. 


The exclusion of Bengalis and Beharis from the 
Imperial Cadet Corps _... eee oss 


© 


V.—Prosprots or THE Crops AND CONDITION OF 
THB PEOPLE. 


Nil. 


VI.—Misor.iranaovus. 


Ireland and India—White and Black. ... 
The necessity of commercial enterprise in India 
The Sitakund shrine of Chittagong... 
I'he early history of Bengal se 


‘as 


; 4 4 4 a - ~ 
EERE DOS Ee eee Pe Mee een eae ieee Ey godt (ie tae : EASE Raa ‘ es elaine 
ery a cs Eel Finds > 3 e ee ee - p prenred MO EW pied “ at tac, ant . _ 3 2 ew 4 re a, gm Pp : ‘s - 
RR ote page at ei SEE RS INN: OY OPMENT LION TL ALR ;, sah PR PE ERE: LEER OEE CAE TRS Ree Le 
. TE I P van apt Neti 9s DS Lis ELS be A BY FREI EEE SG 5 RRR see OEE PON GPIB Be Ae sh, aol eae 2 <3 . 


Be es Ba oe ae 
os FAM Le rae 


eat og eee NG aH 


fora: 


. 
40 je 


= TARRY 4 25 


o 


RR AD Sits ond 


a 


ay 


% 
, 


eae eo 


ae 


Z 


li ne a neat} 


ee aot ee eee 


. 


“en SR 


BE gh) eo, Las 


+ 


aS Bet Pt hese ty Bout. conge od BA TP ise 


Preis - 
ag age hs 


( 641 ) 
(5)-— Working of the Courts. 


2771, The Bengalee disagrees with Lord Curzon that. a Civilian Judge 
1s quite as scrupulous about his independence as q #8 Dee. 1901. 


Ps nd Curzon and Barrister- Barrister-Judge. As a servant of the Government, 
a Civilian must look at things from the Government 
standpoint and always be entirely conscious of the interests of the master he 
serves. Would he be more qualified than a Barrister-Judge, reared in the 
freedom of the Bar, to determine issues in which the Government may feel 
something like a personal interest? Besides argues the Bengalee, Barrister- 
Judges have always proved a great success, and why should not past experience 
serve as a guide for the future. : 
2772. ‘The Amrita Bazar Patrika refers to the conduct of the young 
Subdivisional Officer of Kustia, who sent four men 
to hajat without recording any evidence against 
as them, and would not even allow them to be let out on 
bail, as a typical instance showing how heartlessly and unnecessarily some of 
our young and zealous Subdivisional Officers trouble and harass people in the 
name of the administration of justice. Another such case is reported from 
Jessore, where the Subdivisional Officer, Jhenida, who is vested with second- 
class powers, held an enquiry on the 26th August in the absence of the 
accused, tried the case himself, and on the 17th September convicted and 
sentenced them each to three months’ rigorous imprisonment. The Dusserah 
Meee te following, they had to “rot” in jail for two weeks before the District 
B 


Thoughtless conduct of Sub- 
divisional Officers. 


ae, who heard their appeal, ordered their release on finding them not 


all 
ult 
(d)— Education. 


2773. The Bengalee condemns the invidious distinction made between the 
The L. M. 8. and the M.B, holders of the L. M. 8, license and the M. B. degree 
examinations. when the prescribed studies for the two examinations 
are almost identical, and there is no difference between the practical training 
and the period of probation required for both. There is a charm attached ‘to 
names, and the ignorant public will sneer at the holder of an L. M. 8. 
diploma, however high his personal qualifications might be. It is much to be 
regretted, continues the Bengalce, that this unfair distinction should be fostered 
by. the Medical College staff, but the students may yet find a friend like the 
late Dr. McConnell who will espouse their cause. 


y> 


Paraixa, 


léth Dec, 190). 


BENGarss, 
18th Dec. 1001. 


2774. Commenting on the Resolution of the Government on the annual Mosusx Cuzomas, 


| report of the Director of Public Instruction, with 

er oe means seselal regard to the complaint that posts which 
: | would otherwise have been given to Muhammadans 
are obliged to be filled by other candidates owing to the absence of suitable 
Muhammadan candidates, the Moslem Chronicle says:— 7 

‘¢It is sickening to hear of this stereotyped complaint of want of sufficient 
number of eligible Muhammadans for appointments in the Education Depart- 
ment. It seems to us that our frequent complaints on the subject of Mussulman 
candidates being thrown overboard in preference to Hindu are never thought of 
by the Government or the authorities concerned. 

‘We have, times out of number, shewn in these columns how Mussulman 
candidates—Mussulman graduates—have been frequently rejected by the Dis- 
trict Boards-in preference to Hindu candidates for appointment of Sub-Inspectors 
of Schools. We have also repeatedly and respectfully affirmed the necessity of 
more Moslem Deputy Inspectors of Schools. But our cries have so far gone 
unheeded. We do not forget to thank Mr, Pedler for his efforts to improve the 
) t of Muhammadan education. The efforts already made are commend- 
able, and we are grateful for them. But with all deference to the opinion of 
His Honour Sir John Woodburn and that of the Director of Public Instruction, 
we refuse to believe the statement that Mussulman candidates are not generally 
to be found in the field. We can now supply shoals of them—all graduates, 
who are driving a miserable life for want of help and patronage. It only 
depends on the way how you advertise for them or try to get at them, It is not 
certainly by keeping these vacancies all a sealed secret in the hands of head 


clerks and amlahs, till the last hour when the appointmentshave to be made. We 


14th Dec, 1901. 
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actually know of a graduate highly and influentially recommended for a Depu 
-reomer Bac of eal hoe more instances—simply rotting aie 
appointment and in that “ promise” which, as Solomon would say, ‘ maketh the 
heart sick,’ | 

9775. The Indian Nation draws attention to the scheme of commercial 

he eee education started by the Director of. Public 

a Instruction, Bengal, for the benefit, it would seem, 
of European and Eurasian boys alone. It says :—‘‘ That there should be a 
well-conducted and recognised scheme of commercial education is desirable, but 
it is most provoking that there should be a race-distinction in the matter of 
education, and it is surprising that such a distinction should be established by 
Government.” 

Entering upon a criticism of the scheme, it protests against the proposal 
to put in as a compulsory subject of examination the vernacular of the district 
in which a native student resides, remarking that every one knows his own 
vernacular for all practical purposes—certainly for all purposes of business, If 
it is true that the London Chamber will shut out native students from the 
scheme, if the examination in the vernaculars of this country cannot be 
arranged for, the Nation holds that it will be a gross injustice to the native 


students. It asks that they should not be excluded by law from any scheme 


of education or examination, and that there should be one course of studies 


for all. 


2776. On the same subject, the Amrita Bazar Patrika wishes to know 

why the Government should take the lead in a 

_— project which means favouring one race at the 

cost of others, and why the Government should help with money private 

schools for European and Eurasian boys and not those under Indian 
management. ) : | 

2777. The Bengalee does not see why Government schools for Indian boys 

should be excluded from the benefit of the scheme 

— of commercial education, and trusts Mr. Pedler 


will reconsider the position and not perpetuate an unwarrantable distinction 


between Indian and Eurasion schools. 


(9}—Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


2778. Seeing Mr. Robertson’s sympathetic attitude, the Bengalee makes 
an earnest appeal to him to remove the serious 
inconveniences which third class passengers 
have long had to endure, and especially to puta stop to the Eeomaua! 
treatment to which they are subjected by railway ticket-collectors, 
particularly at Howrah and Asansol. The Bengalee intends to give the Railwa 

authorities no peace until they remedy these manifold grievances, which will 
soon be looked upon as one of the gravest scandals connected with railway 
administration. 


- Bajilway Administration 


(h)— General. | 


2779. Referring to the outbreak of plague in the sacred town of Deoghur, 
the Bengalee expresses the opinion that the 
imperfect sanitation of the town is solely account- 
able for the outbreak, and thinks that what is necessary in order to stamp out 
the scourge, is the remodelling of the drainage system, and the removal of the 
refuse of the houses situated in narrow lanes which are inaccessible to 
conservancy carts. As the Municipality have not the funds to introduce this 
new system, it is incumbent on the Local Government to see how the expenses 
are to be met, more especially as Deoghur is resorted to by thousands of 
pilgrims who will, continues the Bengalee, in the course of time, if stringent 
measures are not adopted now, convey infection to every hamlet, and thus 
spread devastation throughout India. | 

2780. Referring to the Lyall case in the High Court, Power and 

a Guardian makes the following remarks :— 

ite hee ox ‘‘Now this case is, indeed, a typical one. It 
illustrates how even in these enlightened days the tea-planters of Assam have 


Plague in Deoghur. 
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their own private jails in which they put any man, woman or child whom they 
choose to punish, how they assault unmercifully coolies who may have the 
temerity of exp even so much as a natural desire to lay their grievances 
before constituted authorities, and how English gentlemen, serving as jurors in 
cases in which their countrymen are accused, are liable to forget the noble 
traditions of their race and country and wrongly and wilfully return a verdict 
in favour of the accused, in direct contravention of the evidence. These are 
ints to which we invite the attention of our rulers, of the members of the 
upreme Legislative Council who have forged a new shackle of tempered steel 
. for the already oppressed coolies, and lastly, of the British Public and Parlia- 
ment. Let the world see how in the heart of British Indis private individuala,— 
albvet, their skin is white,—are allowed to have regular falls at prerogative of 
the State—and thus play with the lives and liberties of the subject population. 
It is preposterous to believe that the Nonai garden is the only one in the 


rovince of Assam which claims a fatak; there may and must be others, and - 


it is for the Government to find and obliterate them in the name of justice and 
good government.” a! . 

It then, applauds the action of Mr. Emerson, Deputy Commissioner, who 
opposed the verdict of a European jury. 

2781. The Bengalee quotes the following paragraph from the Englishman 
“The Englishman and the Lyall 12 connection with the High Court’s decision in 
case, | | the Lyall case :— 

_’ The grave import of the decision passed by the High Court on the eference from 
Nowgong in the case of Mr. H. Lyall has at once been taken in by the whole public, 
European as well as Native, by one of those spontaneous mental movements which, at first 
appearing to be inspired only by the instinct of self-preservation—and having much to 
recommend them even on that low level—are soon seen to rise into that higher regard for 
— 2 law has, for generations, identified with the welfare of society. 
and remarks :— | | 


“Greatly as we admire the structure and force of this opening sentence, 
we confess we are strangers to ‘the spontaneous mental movement,’ which, 
according to our contemporary, has risen to a higher regard for the safeguards 
ofthe law. The only ‘mental movement’ which we have felt in connection 
with this case is one of gratification that the Government of Assam moved in 
this case, and that the High Court vindicated the claims of justice. We never 
were under the smallest apprehension that the safeguards provided by law for 
the welfare of society had, in any way, been jeopardized or even relaxed by 
the action of the Assam Government or the decision of the High Court.” 
2782. The following is taken from the Amrita Bazar Patrika:— 

‘¢The case of Mr. Lyall reminds us of that of 
| ane nan an Mr. Maltby, who was a Madras Civilian. It was 
on a Christmas day that he shot one or two of his bearers dead, because they 
could not carry him as fast as he wished them to doit. He was immediately 
taken to comfortable lodgings under arrest and fed sumptuously. He was soon 
after shipped to England as a mad man and there confined in a lunatic asylum. 
From there he easily escaped; for a man who is not insane has many opportu- 
nities of escaping from the asylum, To avoid pursuit, which was of course 
nominal, he left England and reached Switzerland. From there he petitioned 
the Secretary of State to make him full reparation for wrongful dismissal and 
wrongful confinement. He alleged that he was not insane, and that he was 
ready to subject himself to a medical examination. Thus far is known of this 
case; whether he got his compensation or not is not known. The chances are 
he got what he prayed for; for if he had failed, the public would have heard 
the sequel of this exceedingly interesting case.” 


_ The following is from the Amrita Bazar Patrika :— 
she tO Soeetidas “The King of Spain isaking from his birth. 


~— * He had to play the king when he was only five, 

The little fellow knew that he was a king and this was seen by his dignified 
attitude. Of course he had his dolls, but he threw them when granting 
audience to his subjects and servants; yet he had no administrative powers 
and therefure could do no mischief from boyish freaks. But in India we have 
oung men with large administrative powers. Twenty-five years ago the 
District Magistrate in India was usually a man of forty. Now a young man of 
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30 or less is in charge of a district, This experiment is the cause of muen 
adverse comment in India, Twenty-five years ago theage of a Magistrate 
was never less than forty; now his ageis thirty. Twenty-five hyos hence 
his age, according to the above conclusion, ought to be twenty an fifty years 
hence only ten. When that glorious day arrives, and ten-year-old Magistrates 
administer the aftairs of Indian districts, the Government will have to oppy 
them with rocking-horses, dolls and paper-kites. Perhaps some of them will 
be obliged to bring their nurses from home to take care of them, We. have 
not the slightest objection to boy-magistrates. But is it possible for them to 
carry on the onerous duties of the head of a district? Is it possible for a 


‘young man to command the respect that is due to the lord of a million or 


two of men ? Of course they are feared, but that because they have the power 
of doing mischief. Indeed, they are more feared than their sedate predeces- 
sors were; for none can foresee to what length of absurdity a boy-magistrate 
would proceed from his boyish fancies. What is the age of Mr. Weston whose 
alleged doings we noticed the other day ? When the Government permitted 
immature youths to take charge of districts, it forgot the interests of the 
people in its zeal for the welfare of its officials.” 
2784. The Bengalee is of opinion that the course of political evolution 
in India requires that it should be represented in 
the India Council, not as it is represented now by 
retired Anglo-Indian officials whose whims and 
fancies shape the policy of Great Britain in India, but by some experienced 
Indian who has the interests of his country at heart. There are conjectures 
as to the man who is likely to be nominated, but the Bengalee suggests 
Mr. Naoroji, the ‘‘Grand Old Man” of India, or Mr. R C. Dutt as suitable 
candidates and most likely to inspire popular confidence. 
2785. The Bengalee is awry to the a gt - its vigorent protest 
The rasadanestion, .-«s-:so**[BASt the perpetuation of the rasad anachronism. 
ee eavein with Ate contemporary that to remedy the 


An Indian member in the India 
Council. 


present unsatisfactory state of things, legislation is necessary, and it would even 


go further and add that it has already become imperative, 


~IV.—Nartive Srares, 


2786. Power and Guardian characterises it asa ‘big shame and huge 
: oe ae scandal” that in the selection of cadets for the 
The exclusion of Bengalis and : | , 
Beharies from the Imperial Cadet Imperial Cadet Corps, Bengalis and Beharies have 
—— re been “totally” and ‘‘severely” excluded. It 
points to the Maharaja of Cooch Behar, who has taken part in frontier cam- 
paigns, as one who with his sons might with justice have been admitted to the 
rps. : on 
It lays down that those who engage in dangerous sports, such as shikar, 
polo, tent-pegging, boar hunting and the like, might be safely regarded as 
worthy of joining any army. Judged by this standard it finds scores of 
eligible Bengali noblemen who would do credit to any corps. Such, for 
mstance, are Raja Ashutosh Nath Roy of Cassimbazar and Babu Gannoda 
Prasanna Mukerji of Gobardanga, a young zamindar. It recommends Lord 
Curzon to “mend the situation ” when he selects the next batch of cadets. 


VI.—MisceLLaNgovs, 


2787. The Amrita Basar Pairika 2 4 lengthy article contrasts the treat- 
| ; ; - ment received by Asiatics and white men at the 
a ee et the British Government. The Indians 
and the Irish are particularly referred to, and the 
comenes quotes examples showing that offences such as sedition committed by 
indians are dealt with more seriously than those committed by the Irish, An 
instance 18 given in which an Irishman — Lynch) who fought with the 
Boers against his Government claimed a seat in Parliament, and sécured it 
by “Teplen his countrymen. 

and has suffered for the injustice she has done by defaming the 
helpless Indians, and being thus mainly responsible for the pe Ww colar that 


prevails in the West for the eastern races. Her seeking to create the impres- 
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sion that the Indians were.a half-civilized people belonging to an inferior race, 
sunk in idolatry and ar superstition, led to the sepoys being prevented from 
engaging in the South African War and terminating it without much loss. of 
English money and blood. | | 
The rulers may rest assured, says the Patrika, that the Indians perceive 
the contempt in which they are held, and are not gratified at the treatment 
accorded them. Bs 
2788. ‘The Bengalee preaches to the higher Indian castes that they must 
. _. burst the shell of _. and take to manufacture 
ene erty. °¢ Commercial and commerce, if for nothing else, only for the 
rprise in bee - ; . 
purpose of teaching their countrymen, how to do 


it and of making themselves wealthy. It points out that it is really the © 


man and not the office which he fills, which extorts the respect of his neighbours, 
and that if there is any justification for the caste system, based on the 
principle of heredity, it must lie in the fact that the ancient Hindus believed 
that it was the man who was the offspring of illustrious parents, who was 
most likely to achieve great things even if he was placed by fortune in a 
humble position. : 
2789. The Bengalee — @ petition, presented to the ego . 
es ittagong, against the mahant of the Sitakun 
a Sitakand shrine of Ohitt- Shrine, and desires to invite the attention of Lord 
Curzon to this concrete instance of the unworkable 
character of the present law (Act XX of 1863). 
2790. In a lengthy leader on the early history of Bengal, as read in 
sta ‘head old coins, ruins, manuscripts, and ballads scattered 
a all over the cmeey, the Bengalee recommends 
Government to inaugurate a systematic course of enquiry and research for the 
urpose of — a connected history of Bengal. It appeals to Lord 
urzon, than whom there is no one more fervently stirred with an admiration 
for the past, to take the necessary steps in the matter. 
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